Gregory "Greg" Pettit
September 26, 2019

Greg Pettit, 69, of Cedarville, NJ passed away on Thursday September 26, 2019 at the
Inspira Medical Center, Vineland, NJ. Greg was born & raised in Millville where he was a
longtime resident prior to moving to Cedarville in 1995. He was the son of Cornelius &
Mary (Haas) Pettit.
Greg was a graduate of Millville High School Class of 1968. He entered the Air Force and
served during the Vietnam War as an Aircraft Electrician Repairman. After completing his
military service he went to work at Airwork at the Millville Airport. He was employed there
for 35 yrs before Dallas Airmotive closed in 2008. Most of his life revolved around
Cedarville road, working at the airport, coaching girls softball and building his home. He
was devoted to his daughters and attended and coached girls softball and basketball for
many years. He also enjoyed fishing and rooting for his Eagles, Phillies and following Mike
Trout in his baseball career. Greg was a member of the Millville Elks & Moose Lodge as
well as the 5th Ward Club in Bridgeton.
Greg is survived by his wife of 48 yrs; Donna (Morris), 2 Daughter’s & son in-laws;
Jennifer & Daniel Ayars, Jacki & Ted Zimmerman, 4 Grandchildren; Dan, Courtney, Cody
Ayars & Ashlee Zimmerman, Great grandson; Leo, 2 sister’s; Pat & Bud Birmingham,
Paula Marine, 1 brother; Pete Pettit as well as several nieces & nephews.
Relatives & friends will be received on Tuesday October 1, 2019 from 5:00 to 6:30 PM at
the Pancoast Funeral Home, 676 S. Main Rd., Vineland, NJ where a Memorial Service will
be conducted at 6:30 PM. Interment will be private in the Holy Cross Cemetery, Millville,
NJ. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Autism Speaks through his
personal memorial page at https://inmemof.org/greg-pettit

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Pancoast Funeral Home - October 02, 2019 at 06:19 PM

“

Thank you everyone for all of the thoughts, prayers, kind words and memories.
Thank you to everyone who came out to pay your respects to my dad and to us.
He was my dad, my softball and basketball coach, my biggest supporter, the hardest
worker I’ve ever known (12 hour shifts, 7 days a week for years), my 1st hero, my
bank (“keep the change”), and the smartest and strongest person I knew. Most
people know him as a quiet, calm and stoic person. But he was also funny,
sometimes silly, and a big softy for his grandkids. There wasn’t a time that Ashlee
walked into his house that she wasn’t greeted with a “There’s my princess!” Growing
up I thought he could do anything (and certainly could fix anything)! He loved his
family so much and was very proud of us all. Even though the words weren’t
exchanged often, we just knew. He showed us in his actions. He’d do anything for us.
Watching him become so weak so fast was one of the most heart breaking things I’ll
ever witness but at the same time, I’m grateful that it happened so fast so he didn’t
suffer for long. The comments about him on here (and on my mom’s and sister’s
pages) as well as all of the stories I’ve been told and all the nice things people have
said about him have made my heart happy to hear how many lives he touched and
to know others have great memories of him too. We will miss him so much but I know
he’ll be the guardian angel watching over us.

Jacki Zimmerman - October 12, 2019 at 11:03 AM

“

My condolences to the entire Pettit family. Although we were next door neighbors,
Greg was a few years older than so I was just a "little pest". Our paths crossed later
in life as I also coached my daughter in the same softball league. Greg was always
there for the kids no matter what it entailed. I will remember him as a kind and quiet
person.
God bless you all.
Vivian Whilden Smith

Vivian Whilden Smith - October 02, 2019 at 09:34 AM

“

My Dear Pettit family (Donna, Paula, Pete, Pat and your families), I was so sorry to
hear of Greg's passing. And sorry I was unable to pay my respects in person.
Being 9 years younger than Greg, he had a profound impression and influence on
me during my early childhood years in the 3rd ward. No doubt, Greg was the best at
giving nicknames. I think he nicknamed everyone in my family.
While he could be a teaser, he was definitely best at helping to build self esteem and
confidence in others. As a child I idolized and emulated Greg. A highlight of my
childhood was being asked to be in Greg and Donna's wedding when I was 12 years
old.
It's been years since I have seen or talked to Greg but I have never forgotten him
and I am sad for his passing.
While he lives on in the hearts and minds of each and everyone whose life he's
touched, may his soul rest peacefully.
God Bless you all during this difficult time!!
Stephen Ney
(The Babe - thanks Greg!!)

Stephen Ney - October 01, 2019 at 09:03 PM

“

I have alot of fond memories of the barbeques we had when the kids were small, and
Greg would cook the best crabs that I ever had, and each pot got hotter and hotter
with the spices!
I will never forget that he let me and my kids stay with him and his family, when we
didn't have a place to go! I have never forgotten that! He was a man of few words,
with a quirky smile, that loved his family! He never made me feel like I wasn't part of
the family, and you and your family will always be considered mine! The brother I
never had! No more suffering, I will see you later! Prayers for healing hearts! Love
you all! Paula Payton

Paula Payton - September 30, 2019 at 01:58 PM

“

Airwork....parties...BHS...so many good memories. Thank you for the big part you
played in our lives. Neal and Lynelle

Lynelle Woolson - September 29, 2019 at 09:00 AM

“

I have been trying to find the right words to share, but nothing seems right. My dad
has been sick and we knew this time was coming but you always think you have just
a little bit more time.
My dad was a man of few words but he never had to say how much he loved us we
already knew. He was always there for me from coaching all my sports as a kid,
supporting me when I was scared to death to have my first child, quitting work to go
back to school full time (which also meant moving back in with them and bringing 2
other people with me
& and staying for 6 years ), helping me out financially
when I made some stupid mistakes with my budgeting in a new house🤦 ♀, being
there for Danny(his little buddy) for whatever he ever needed, picking Courtney up
from school everyday for 3 years, watching Cody when I was in a pinch and
whatever else I could throw at him. Our hearts are broken and you will be missed
more than you could ever know! I love you Dad

Jen - September 28, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gregory "Greg" Pettit.

September 28, 2019 at 12:54 PM

“

For many years Greg and I played baseball together when we were young and
coached softball with our children for over ten years . We had a blast couching
together and building most of the softball complex as it is today.We lived at that field
you could say for many years. We also together with others started the first traveling
girls softball team from Millville. I will miss all the good times and especially our
friendship. We will meet again my friend and GOD BLESS . Your good friend U-BOY

Wm P Ewan jr - September 28, 2019 at 07:35 AM

“

Another St. Mary's and Millville High buddies has left us. But the memories remain -- intact
and unshakeable.
This one hurts because Greg was such a great athlete in his younger days and such a

great mentor after that.
IAnd always one of the Boys.
I and everybody from St. Mary's and Millville High from that era will miss him.
God Rest Your Soul, Old Friend.
Kevin Schwegel
St. Mary's 1964
MHS 1968
Kevin Schwegel - September 30, 2019 at 12:16 PM

